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             Searching For Healthcare Information  
Accessing the Cochrane Library
The Cochrane Library is a collection of six databases that contain different types of high-quality, independent evidence to inform healthcare decision-making, and a seventh database that provides information about Cochrane groups. This includes the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, considered to be the gold standard. More information is available here: http://www.cochranelibrary.com/about/about-the-cochrane-library.html
You do not need a password to access Cochrane but it is a good idea to create an account in order to save and export searches. 

From the Library homepage go to the Library learning Hub and click on The Cochrane Library link. 
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Advanced Search

Please note that the Advanced Search is optimised for English search terms. Certain features, such s search operators and MeSH terms, are only available in English.
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You can do a basic simple search or a more advanced one, incorporating more terms, truncation and Boolean operatives.
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You can add or remove search lines by clicking on the + or – tabs. You can also chose the Boolean operative you would like to use, AND, OR, or NOT by clicking on the drop-down menu. The search field defaults to Title, Abstract, Keyword but you can click on the drop-down menu to choose another option, such as Title, Author, etc. 
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Tranexamic Acid - Antifibrinolytic hemostatic used in severe hemorrhage.
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In the search we are combining ‘tranexamic acid’ AND hip* fracture*, with both ‘hip’ and ‘fracture’ truncated with ‘*’ to pick up both singular and plural forms. 
The search results are below. You can filter for type of study (review, trial, protocol, etc.). 
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Background

Emergency or urgent surgery, which can be defined as surgery which must be done promptly to save life, limb or functional
capacity, is associated with a high risk of bleeding and death. Antifibrinolytic agents, such as tranexamic acid, inhibit blood clot
breakdown (fibrinolysis) and can reduce perioperative bleeding. Tranexamic acid has been shown to reduce the need for a blood
transfusion in adult patients undergoing elective surgery but its effects in patients undergoing emergency or urgent surgery are
unclear.

Objectives

To assess the effects of tranexamic acid on mortality, blood transfusion and thromboembolic events in adults undergoing
emergency or urgent surgery.

Search methods

We searched the following electronic databases: the Cochrane Injuries Group Specialised Register (22 August 2012); Cochrane
Central Register of Controlled Trials (2012, Issue 8 of 12); MEDLINE (OvidSP) (1950 to week 2 August 2012); PubMed (1 June 2012 to
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To export results select the results you want, or select all and then click on Export. 
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   To access the article click on the title.

Saving searches

To save your search click on save. You can also add search limits as well as send this search to Search manager”.
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Search Manager 
For more complex searches and when you want to create a complex search strategy you can use ‘Search Manager’. 



The initial search is similar to other databases like OVID and HDAS where you use a combination of keyword and Mesh (medical subject headings.)
You can add delete search boxes by clicking on the + or – signs. 

For keyword searches type the word or phrase in the search line, or select the S tab and type your term there, and click ‘Go’. 

To search for Mesh terms click on the ‘MeSH’ tab, type in your word in the search box and click Look Up. You have the choice of selecting a Mesh tree or you can select all and then click Add to search line.




Once you have searched both the keyword and Mesh forms of your term you can combine them using OR. You combine terms by using hashtag (#) and the number of the lines you want to combine together. For example lines 1 and 2 of our search would be combined like this: #1 OR #2. 
Once you have finished searching for all your relevant terms you can begin to combine the different components using AND, like this: #5 AND #6. To apply limits click on the funnel icon to the side of the search box





You can view the results by clicking on the number in the results section, in our case 46.





You can see the type of results on the top of the page. To access the result click on the title which will bring up the full text. 


Saving your search strategy
To save your search strategy you will need to be logged in. To login or create an account with Cochrane go to Log in / register at the top right hand corner of the webpage. 

To save your strategy click on save search. A box will appear where you can name your search and add any comments. To save a search you are working on click save; you will get a message saying that you are about to override your existing search. This will then update your exiting search. If you would like to save any changes under a different search strategy choose ‘Save as’. 





To open a saved strategy click on View saved searches.


Exporting your results

To export results tick the results you want to export (or select all) and then click on Export selected citations. Then select the format you would like to use (plain text or RIS file) and then click Download.






Common syntax: 

There is a common way of searching across all Healthcare using the same wildcards and operators. Here is a brief overview.

	TRUNCATION
	SYMBOL

	A way to search for alternative endings of words.  You need to think of the root of your word and apply the wildcard *.  
Unlimited truncation e.g. manag* finds manage, manages, managing, managed, management etc.

Be careful however e.g. nurs* finds nurse, nurses, nursing, nurse-led but also nursery.
	*



	Limited truncation: number (n) specifies the maximum characters after wordstem e.g. Child*4  finds child, children Doesn’t find Childhood, childless
	*n 



	The optional wild card character ? (question mark) can be used within or at the end of a search term to substitute for one or no characters. This wild card is useful for retrieving documents with British and American word variants. Example colo?r retrieves results that contain the words color or colour. You can use multiple wild cards in a single query word.
	?


	BOOLEAN OPERATORS
	

	Finds records containing BOTH terms.
e.g. heart and exercise 
	AND

	Finds records containing either term 
e.g. smoking or tobacco
	OR

	Use brackets to include more than one type of operator e.g. (diet or nutrition) and diabetes
	( )

	Excludes terms – use with care 
e.g. Alopecia not (cancer or chemotherapy)
	NOT

	Will default to AND
	No command


	PROXIMITY CONNECTORS
	

	Finds records where the terms appear within n words of each other in either direction.

e.g.  hyperactiv* adj7 child* finds e.g ‘child/children who are diagnosed as being hyperactive....’

note: hyperactiv* will also pick up the term ‘hyperactivity’ which should further improve the results.
	ADJn 


	PHRASES
	

	Use adj between words or quotation marks to find a phrase.

e.g.   “play therapy” finds play therapy only.

It will not find play-based therapy, play and music therapy 


	“……..”


	HYPHENATED WORDS
	

	There is no need to include hyphens (-) in search terms such as 

hand washing or side effects, as the results will be the same. 
Keep in mind that terms such as hand washing and well being may also be written as handwashing or wellbeing. 

	-


Olivia Schaff - Clinical Librarian
Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
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Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9WL
Tel: 011 276 11480
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Keyword search





Mesh search








PAGE  
4

