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What do we offer?  

This service can provide the best evidence to support you in the 
following activities: 
 

• Clinical decisions about patient diagnosis, investigations and 
treatment 
Management and business-related decisions 
Development of care pathways, protocols and guidelines 
Innovation and exploring examples of good practice  
Audit and research work 
Training on Searching the Literature / CPD Support 
Journal club preparation and professional development activities 
Critical appraisal and applying evidence in practice 

Support for Meetings and Groups – Falls –   NMAC – Outcome Measures – 
Ops Group 

 



    The Evolution of the Clinical Librarian 

 

 

Gertrude Young 



    Where are we now?  - The Future … 

• Change of Name to reflect our 
changing role – Clinical Evidence 
Specialist 

• The Future - Evidence Supported 
Ward Rounds 

• This involves a Clinical Librarian 

attending ward rounds as part of the 

multidisciplinary team to identify clinical 

questions and provide the best available 

evidence at the point of care. Evidence 

is made available at the patient’s 

bedside within a timescale that allows it 

to be used for decision-making about 

patient management.  

 

 

 

Victoria Treadway – Clinical 

Librarian – Wirral NHS  



    How does Evidence Help? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veenstra RJ, 1992, pp. 1038-42 

 

Improved 

patient 

management  

30.2% 

Aided in 

diagnosis  

37.2%  

contributed to 

a better 

understanding 

of the therapy  

51.2% House officers indicated that the information provided:  



    How are we Currently Supporting Elderly Care? 

• Falls Evidence Briefing every month 

• Support for Falls Awareness  

Month – 17th -21st June 2013 

• Identifying information needs 

• Updating the group on New 

Evidence & Horizon Scanning 

• Resources to support Prevention 
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    Dementia & Horizon Scanning 

• Horizon Scanning – Looking to  

what might happen in the future ... 
• 10 million people in the UK are over 65 years old.   

The latest projections are for 5½ million more elderly  

people in 20 years time and the number will have  

nearly doubled to around 19 million by 2050. 

• Dementia presents a significant and urgent challenge to health and 

social care in terms of both numbers of people affected and the 

costs. At least 560,000 people in England have dementia and, 

because of an ageing population, the number of cases is predicted 

to rise by over 30 per cent over the next 15 years.  
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    Dementia & Horizon Scanning 

• Early diagnosis and intervention in cases of dementia is 

known to be cost-effective. Yet only a third to a half of 

people with dementia ever receive a formal diagnosis. 

The UK is in the bottom third of countries in Europe in 

terms of the percentage of dementia patients receiving 

anti-dementia drugs, and the average time  

taken to diagnose patients in the UK is up to  

twice as long as in some other countries. 
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    How Can We Help? 

 

• Do you want to know the truth behind the headlines? 

• Are you interested in finding out more about a particular 
condition, treatment, for example a drug, person-centred 
care, how to help someone understand their condition the list 
is endless 

 

• http://dementiachallenge.dh.gov.uk/ 

• http://www.dementiachallengers.com/page64.php 
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Any Questions 
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